
FCUSD History

Social Science

8th Grade
NEWSLETTER
Development of American
Constitutional Democracy:

ENDURING UNDERSTANDINGS
People, places, and ideas change over time.

ESSENTIAL QUESTIONS
How does geography influence the way people
live?

How do new ideas change the way people live?

STUDENTS WILL BE ABLE TO:
● analyze and sequence information about early

Colonial America.
● demonstrate connections between events.
● analyze and evaluate primary source readings.
● evaluate and use appropriate resources to obtain

factual information.
● identify and locate on a map the original thirteen

English colonies.
● compare and contrast the New England, Middle,

and Southern colonies.
● identify points of view of the leaders of the

colonies and explain their impact on the colony.

STUDENTS WILL KNOW:

● the reasons colonists migrated to the Americas.
● the complex relationship between colonists and

Native Americans.
● the challenges that the colonists faced.
● the society, culture, and economy of the New

England, Middle, and Southern colonies.
● the impact of the Great Awakening on an

emerging American identity.

POSSIBLE INSTRUCTIONAL PRACTICES

● Hands-On Chapter Projects
● Vocabulary Activities
● Chapter Summaries
● Guided Reading Activities
● OPTIC activities

Content Standards
● US.8.1: Students understand the major

events preceding the founding of the
nation and relate their significance to the
development of American constitutional
democracy.

● US.8.1.1: Describe the relationship
between the moral and political ideas of
the Great Awakening and the development
of revolutionary fervor.

● HI.1: Students explain the central issues
and problems from the past, placing
people and events in a matrix of time and
place.

● HI.2: Students understand and distinguish
cause, effect, sequence, and correlation in
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historical events, including the long- and
short-term causal relations.

WHST Standards addressed in the unit
● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.L.8.6: Acquire and use

accurately grade-appropriate general
academic and domain-specific words and
phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when
considering a word or phrase important to
comprehension or expression.

● CCSS.ELA-Literacy.WHST.6-8.2.a: Introduce a
topic clearly, previewing what is to follow;
organize ideas, concepts, and information
into broader categories as appropriate to
achieving purpose; include formatting (e.g.,
headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables),
and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

RH Standards addressed in the unit
● HI.1: Students explain the central issues and

problems from the past, placing people and
events in a matrix of time and place.

● HI.2: Students understand and distinguish
cause, effect, sequence, and correlation in
historical events, including the long- and
short-term causal relations.

OTHER ITEMS:

Content specific vocabulary

Photos of exemplary work

Class updates
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